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Airborne Teacher Trust
http://www.airbornetrust.com/
index.aspx

The former second-
grade teacher and creator of the Airborne Health For-
mula has established the Airborne Teacher Trust Fund.
The purpose of this nonprofit charitable corporation is to
provide grants ranging from $200 - $10,000 for elemen-
tary and middle school art and music programs that
are inadequately funded due to budgetary limitations. A
panel of judges will review and select proposals quar-
terly. Projects are judged on: 1) Educational program
elements, 2) Teacher’s desire and passion for the pro-
ject, 3) Educational program’s anticipated results, and 4)
Budget requests. Applications are accepted year round
and reviewed quarterly. Recipients are announced each
month of the following quarter. Deadline: Ongoing

Best Buy Te@ch Awards
http://www.bestbuy.com/

Certified teachers, specialists,
and/or principals of K-12 public, charter,
private, and parochial schools are eligi-
ble to apply for Best Buy’s Te@ch
Awards. This awards program is not a
grant to purchase technology but rather a

program to recognize schools that have used interactive
technology to make learning fun. Winning schools re-
ceive Best Buy gift cards to purchase the additional tech-
nology needed to expand or enhance their current pro-
grams. Awards will range from $1,000 to $5,000 based
on specific school needs. In addition, up to 15 applica-
tions supporting 9th grade programs will receive $10,000
awards. The Te@ch application and guidelines are avail-
able from the Best Buy website by clicking on
"Community Relations" at the bottom left of the home-
page and then clicking on "te@ch" at the top of the left
column. Schools may submit multiple teacher applica-
tions. However, awards will be limited to one per school.
Deadline: October 12, 2008

Dollar General School Library Relief Fund (Beyond
Words)
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/
aaslawards/beyondwords/
disasterrelief.cfm

Dollar General, in partnership
with the American Library Association (ALA), the Ameri-
can Association of School Librarians (AASL) and the
national Education Association (NEA), is sponsoring a
school library disaster relief fund for public school librar-
ies located within 20 miles of a Dollar General Store. The
fund will provide grants to public school libraries that
have incurred substantial loss or hardship due to a natu-
ral disaster (tornado, earthquake, hurricane, flood or
mudslide), fire or an act recognized by the federal gov-

ernment as terrorism or has absorbed a significant
number (more than 10% enrollment) of displaced/
evacuee students. Schools may request funding from
$5,000 to $15,000 to replace or supplement books,
media and/or library equipment in the school setting.
Deadline: Ongoing

Greer/FTE Professional Development Grant

http://www.iteaconnect.org/Awards/grantgreer.htm
Thanks to the generosity of

Dr. William David Greer, Jr., the

Foundation for Technology Education

(FTE) is accepting applications for the

Greer/FTE Grant. The purpose of the

grant is to encourage professional

development participation of classroom teachers and

supervisors in Technology Education. The recipient

will receive a check in the amount of $1,000 to offset

the expenses of attending an International Technol-

ogy Education Association Conference. Applicants

must be technology education teachers or supervi-

sors for grades 6-12 who are members of the Interna-

tional Technology Education Association. Deadline:

December 1, 2008.

Halliburton Foundation
http://www.halliburton.com/Default.aspx?
navid=769&pageid=1003

The Halliburton
Foundation makes direct HALLIBURTON
donations to U.S.-based Unleash the energy.™
elementary and secondary
schools and colleges and
universities in areas where there is a significant pres-
ence of Halliburton employees and operations. Note:
There is a Halliburton location in Lafayette, LA.
Grants are available for conferences and seminars,
matching gifts, program implementation, and research
funding. The Foundation will not consider requests
for trips, sporting events, tours, transportation, and
film or video projects. Past grants have ranged from
$4,000 to $250,000 with an average award of
$20,962. Grant requests are reviewed on a quarterly
basis. Proposals should be sent to Halliburton Foun-
dation, Program Administrator, 10200 Bellaire Boule-
vard, Houston, Texas 77072-5206. Contact: Brinda
Maxwell (218) 575-3558 Deadline: Ongoing

Lockheed Martin
http://www.lockheedmartin.com/aboutus/community/
philanthropy/index.html

Lockheed Martin con-
siders applications for funding
from 501(c)(3) organizations,
or public elementary/secondary schools, or qualifying
US-based institutes of higher education. Projects
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must align with one of Lockheed Martin’s focus areas:
Education (K-16 math, science and engineering), Cus-
tomer and Constituent Relations, and Community Out-
reach. Each organization is limited to one grant per
year. Awarded education grants range from $2,700,00
to $4,000 with an average of $60,341. Note: Michoud,
a division of Lockheed Martin Space Systems Com-
pany, is located in New Orleans, LA. The company has
awarded grants in New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and La-
fayette. Deadline: Ongoing

Lowe’s Toolbox for Education
http://www.toolboxforeducation.com/

Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation
(LCEF) is sponsoring grants of up to $5,000 to help
public schools and public school parent-teacher groups
(i.e. PTO, PTA or other) with educational projects.
Teacher-parent groups that do not have 501(c) (3)
status must apply through the school. Public schools,
as tax-exempt governmental units, do not have to ob-
tain 501(c) (3) status in order to apply for these grants.
However, school applicants must provide the district’s
Tax Identification Number (TIN). Contact Dr. Duhon at
226-7665 or Ms. Lopez at 922-5601 for EBR’s TIN.
Check the Toolbox for Education website for a list of
sample projects, frequently asked questions, and past
grant winners. Deadline: October 17, 2008

Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy
http://www.sendmyteacher.com/
teachers and grown ups.htm

The Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers
Academy is a one-week all-expense-
paid intensive professional develop-
ment program for 3"-5" grade teachers. The program
is designed to inspire participants and equip them with
interactive teaching tools to ignite their students’ pas-
sion for science and math. Two of the nation’s leading
teacher-training organizations, Math Solutions and the
National Science Teachers Association, design the cur-
riculum, provide instructors, and manage the daily ac-
tivities and logistics of the Academy. One hundred
teachers will be selected to participate in 2009 Acad-
emy scheduled for late July at the Liberty Science Cen-
ter in Jersey City, New Jersey. Third through fifth grade
teachers from accredited schools in the contiguous
United States are eligible to apply. Deadline: October
31, 2008
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Responsible Sports Community
Grants
http://www.responsiblesports.com/
community grants/default.aspx
Liberty Mutual is awarding community grants
worth $2,500 as part of its Responsible Sports program
championing and celebrating responsibility in youth

sports. For the Fall 2008 cycle, school sports pro-
grams are eligible to apply. Funds from the award
may be used to purchase equipment, uniforms, travel,
practice field time, etc. The first step is to have your
administrator register your youth sports program.
Once the registration is complete, rally as many co-
workers, parents, and supporters to complete the self-
paced Responsible Sports Parenting or Responsible
Coaching coursework. Then for each person that
completes the 10-question review quiz you will earn
one certificate. The twenty (20) organizations around
the country that get the most certificates will earn a
$2,500 grant. Since you will only be completing
against organizations of similar size, you have a great
chance to win! The more people you get to take the
course and quiz, the better your chances of winning a
Community Grant. Deadline: November 30, 2008

The Shell Science Teaching Award
http://www.nsta.org/pdfs/awards/Shell.pdf

The Shell Oil Company, in partnership with
the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA),
will award $10,000 to one outstanding classroom
teacher (grades K-12) who has had a positive impact
on his or her students, school, and the community
through exemplary science teaching. Nominees must:
1) teach in a private or public U.S. school, 2) be class-
room teachers who responsibilities include teaching
science and 3) have a minimum of eight year experi-
ence as a teacher of science. The recipient and two
finalists will each receive an all-expense-paid trip to
attend the NSTA National Conference.
Deadline: October 15, 2008
Shell Oil Company Foundation W
http://www.shell.us/home/content/usa/
responsible _energy/shell_in_the society/giving back/
grant/grant request 060208.html

Shell Oil Company and the Shell Oil Company
Foundation will consider charitable contributions to
eligible nonprofit organizations, including schools and
school districts, for select programs that fall within the
following focused areas: 1) Environment, 2) Work-
force Development/Education, 3) Community Out-
reach, and 4) Health and Welfare. The Foundation
supports K-12 programs that boost math and science
skills, especially those that target minority students.

Unsolicited proposals are reviewed on a regular basis.
Deadline: Ongoing

Target Field Trip Grants
http://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/
page.jsp?contentld=PRD03-002537

The Target Corporation is accepting
applications their 2008-09 Field Trip Grant
Program. Target hopes that teachers can use this
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grant to continue using the valuable experiential learn-
ing gained from field trips to enhance students’ class-
room studies. Up to 5,000 educators will receive grants
of up to $800 each to fund a field trip occurring in
Spring 2009. Destinations may include art museums,
environmental projects, cultural events, or civic experi-
ences. Educators, teachers, principals, or paraprofes-
sionals who are employed by an accredited K-12 pub-
lic, private or charter school are eligible to apply. Only
one submission per applicant will be ac-

cepted. Applications must be submitted electronically
by November 1, 2008. Note: Be sure to make a copy
of your application before you click the submit button.

Vernier & NSTA Technology Awards
http://www.vernier.com/grants/nsta.html

Vernier Software, in [T "
partnership with the National e
Science Teachers Association
(NSTA), has announced the
Vernier Technology Awards program. The program is
designed to recognize and reward the innovative use
of data-collection technology using a computer, graph-
ing calculator, or other handheld in the science class-
room. K-college teachers are eligible to apply for the
award. Awards will be given in the following catego-
ries: one elementary (K-15) award; two middle level
(6-8 grades) awards; three high school (9-12 grades)
awards; and one college award. Each award will con-
sist of $1,000 in cash for the teacher, $1,000 in Vernier
Products, and up to $1,000 toward expenses to attend
the 2008 NSTA National Convention. Deadline: No-
Foundation

vember 30, 2008
A Weyerhaeuser
http://

www.weyerhaeuser.com/Sustainability/Foundation

The Weyerhauser Company has been operat-
ing in Louisiana since 1957 and has given 1.5 million
in grants over the last five years. Since January 2008,
the Foundation has allocated 50% of their budget to
education that fosters K-12 workforce readiness and
renewable natural resource. K-12 workforce readiness
targets contributions to the priority areas of STEM
(science, technology, engineering and math). Schools,
school districts or organizations that directly impact the
skill development of K-12 students in the areas of sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math are eligible to
apply. Previous grants range from $400,00 - $4,000
with an average award of $15,535. Contact the Eliza-
beth Crossman, President Weyerhauser Company
Foundation, at (253) 924-3159 for more information.
Deadline: Ongoing

l".,J L." Vernier

Measure. Analyze. Learn;

Weyerhauser Company

Books-A-Million
Educator Discount

BOOKS A-MILLION

ml.ud%
A Educators may apply for

membership to the Books-A-Million Millionaire’s Club at
no charge ($15.00 value) and save an additional 20%
off their in store and on-line Books-A-Million purchases
for a full-year. Simply go to the check out counter and
present your teacher ID or a payroll check stub to receive
your discount card. Principals may also contact the Man-
ager of the Books-A-Million store in their vicinity to re-
quest discount cards for their entire faculty.

8(g) Competitive Grants ....
Get an early start!

The Louisiana Education Quality
Trust Fund (LEQTF) has been providing
grants and funding for projects at all levels of education
for nearly 20 years now. The trust fund began in 1986
when the state received $541 million from a settlement
with the federal government over oil and gas revenues.
The bulk of the proceeds from the settlement were put
into a trust for education, the Louisiana Education Quality
Support Trust Fund. Earnings from the trust fund are di-
vided each year between the Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESE) and Board of Regents
(Regents) with the priority of promoting research and
education.

The 8(g) Competitive Grant Program is one of
three LEQTF grant programs administered by BESE and
the 8(g) Staff. Competitive grant guidelines are released
in December of each year and applications are due in
February. The maximum grant award to an individual
school is $100,000 and each school is limited to one ap-
plication.

This grant is highly competitive and all regula-
tions must be followed carefully to avoid disqualification.
In addition, applicants have a very short time to complete
the application with the December — February timeline
that also includes the Winter break and Mid-term. There-
fore, schools interested in applying for an 8(g) should
begin working on their applications now. Even though
BESE may make changes to the guidelines and the focus
areas, there are still parts of the application that can be
completed at this time,

Schools may request a copy of last year’s guide-
lines by sending an email to pduhon@ebrschools.org.
Just remember that you may need to make changes to
your draft to insure that you meet the new guidelines and
that you use the 2009-10 forms.
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Grant Writing Myths

For many, grant writing is a mystical career. Most people who have never written a grant and some who
have only experience grant writing a time or two and were frustrated by it are often somewhat in awe of those who
can write a competitive grant proposal. It is a misunderstood field — in general, people just do not get it when it
comes to what is involved in grant seeking. Because there is so much confusion about what grant writing is all
about, there are also many myths that accompany it.

Myth 1. Grants are for things.

Nothing can be further from the truth. While grant budgets can
be used to purchase goods and services, grants are generally for the
benefit of people. Program plans must be presented that show how the
lives of particular groups of individuals will be improved. If a proposal is
written that simply extols the value of some piece of technology or a new
building, few grantors will seriously entertain funding it.

Myth 2. Grants are free money.

It would be wonderful if it were true that grants are free money.
Unfortunately, they are not. Grants are contracts. You pledge to perform
certain activities or services in return for grant funds. If you do not per-
form according to the contract, you can be forced to return the funds. In
some cases, you could be charged with a crime if grant funds — particu-
larly those granted by a local, state, or federal government — are know-
ingly misspent.

Myth 3. Grant writing requires knowledge of special words and
terms.

Grant seeking does not require the grant writer to know special terms and phrases. It does, however, require
clarity and conciseness. Grant writers should diligently avoid the use of acronyms and steer clear of industry-specific
terms and phrases. It is highly possible that the person (s) reviewing a grant proposal in unfamiliar with the teaching
profession or education field. Use of jargon and acronyms and naming programs throughout the proposal without
first providing detailed explanation could well leave the reviewer shaking his or her head in confusion. Most review-
ers do not have much time to contemplate what a grant writers means so if the proposal isn’t easy to understand, it is
likely to end up in the unfunded pile.

Myth 4. Grants should be developed and written by a grant writer because they know what the funder wants
to read.

It is helpful to include the grant writer on the team that meets to plan and develop the program that will be
funded by the grant. However, the persons who will implement the program, as well as people from the business
office, human resources, and purchasing should also be involved in program development. The grant writer’s job is
to write the proposal to the specifications of the grantor; however, it should never be a job that is done in a vacuum.

Myth 5. Grants are only awarded to people with connections.

This is partially true. Local, state, and federal competitive grants should be awarded to the organizations that
submit the best program plans. There should not be any awards made simply because someone in a governmental
office knows the person submitting an application. There are times, however, when one of the highest scoring pro-
posals is not awarded the grant as a result of the need to distribute awards across the state or country.

On the other hand, foundation and corporate grants are frequently made to organizations that are known by
the grantor. In fact, it is far more common for grants, especially large grants, to be made to nonprofit organizations
chosen or known by the grantor. Applications are often more a formality than a necessity. It is very important for
nonprofits to develop and nourish relationships that may be mutually beneficial.

Myth 6. Anyone can get a grant.

Some of the more unscrupulous advertisers would have us believe that everyone is eligible for a grant if only
it is requested. This is not true. There are some government programs that are available to individuals, but there are
very specific requirements that must be met to qualify for the funding. For the most part, only nonprofit organizations
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Dr. Pat Duhon
Coordinator of Grants

Marie Ford Grant Winner
Grant Development Specialists Karen Nelson, Istrouma High School Special Education
teacher, is the recipient of a special $5,000 grant from the Kelly Gene
McAuliffe Sherwood Center - Room 111 Cook, Sr. Charitable Foundation.
12000 Goodwood Blvd

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70815

Phone: 225-226-7665 (Dr. Duhon) Bubble Wrap® Competition
Phone: 225-226-7620 (Marie)

Fax: 225-226-7907 BubbleWrap

The Sealed Air Corporation is accept- | ¢ompetition for
ing applications for the 2008 Bubble Wrap® Young Inventors.,
Competition for Young Inventors. Studentsin s >
fifth through eighth grades are eligible to enter. L_—==""

The competition provides an opportunity for youngsters to demonstrate

@ their creativity and ingenuity by creating an invention that incorporates

The School System of Choice with
High Expectations for All

the use of Bubble Wrap® cushioning. The grand prize winner will re-
ceive a $10,000 savings bond; the second place winner will receive a
$5,000 savings bond; the third place winner will receive a $3,000 sav-
ings bond; and the teacher/mentor of each finalist will receive a $500
gift card. Applications are available at http://www.nmoe.org/
bubblewrap/index.html Deadline: November 3, 2008

We're on the Weh!
ebrschools.org

(Continued from page 5)

are eligible to receive grants. Some grantors will give to schools and school districts as nonprofit governmental enti-
ties. Others give grants only to organizations that have received 501(c)(3) tax status from the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.

These are tough economic times — for state, schools, families, and corporations. Some of the businesses
that have historically been generous to education are fighting to stay out of bankruptcy. There is still grant money
available. However, it is likely there will be more grant seekers approaching fewer grant makers for funding.

It is imperative that grant seekers carefully choose which funders to approach for support. When developing
proposals, they need to tell their story carefully and clearly. While providing proof of need is important, the grant
seeker should also full describe their program plan. Grants do not necessarily go to the applicant with the greatest
needs. They usually are awarded to those program plans that have the greatest likelihood of success.

Note: Written by Donna Fernandez, September 15, 2008, School Grants Biweekly Newsletter, Volume 9, Number
24. Copyright 2008 by Donna Fernandez. Reprinted with permission.

Proposal Writing Seminar

The Foundation Center is offering a Proposal Writing Seminar on Friday, October 17, 2008 from 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. at the Women’s Foundation, Inc. in Lafayette, LA. The one-day seminar is open to anyone who wants to
learn how to write proposals geared to foundations, and for experience proposal writers who are initiating a founda-
tion fundraising campaign. Marilyn Hoyt, President and COO at the New York Hall of Science and author of the fore-
word for The Foundation Center’s Guide to Winning Proposals, is the instructor. The registration fee is $195.00.
Anyone interested in attending the seminar can register online at the Foundation Center website. &

foundationcenterorg
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